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MEL CORNER, FIRST QUARTER, 2010

The MEL reports that for the 1st quarter of 2010, 35 cases were resolved from 10 MEL JIF funds. The MEL paid a total of 
$6,094,984.00 in loss payments. 
On behalf of the Burlco JIF, the MEL did not resolve any claims in the first quarter of 2010.
Some claims settled at by the MEL in this quarter include the following examples: 
· A case that alleged violation of C.E.P.A (whistleblower’s statute) was settled for $930,000.00. In that case, the plaintiff alleged that he was subjected to retaliation due to his cooperation with the police department’s internal affairs unit and support of a co-worker. Although Summary Judgment was decided in favor of the insured, the case was reversed on appeal. The case went to trial and a jury awarded the plaintiff $500,000.00. A post-trial motion to dismiss was also ruled in favor of the insured. Unfortunately, that decision was also reversed on appeal by the plaintiff. Ultimately, the case settled. This case is important because the adverse decision by the Appellate Court found that “even minor forms of alleged retaliation, when taken as a whole, raise an issue of fact which must be decided at trial”. 

· In a five claimant lawsuit filed against one township, five female police dispatchers alleged gender discrimination, failure to promote, harassment and retaliation. They sought compensatory and punitive damages as well as non-monetary relief. It was ultimately settled for $733,067.00. The case necessitated retaining three attorneys. Total legal and expense paid on the case was an additional $244,978.00. 
· In a claim filed against one city, a police officer alleged that she was a victim of a hostile work environment and violations of NJLAD. She alleged unfair and discriminatory treatment beginning at the start of her employment, and retaliation in the form of unfair duty and shift assignments. The claim was settled for $350,000.00. Total legal paid in this case was $200,000.00. 
Thank you and Have a Safe Summer!
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